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1.0  

1.1 Title 

1.1.1 ¢Ƙƛǎ .ȅƭŀǿ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ŎƛǘŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ά{ǳƳƳŜǊƭŀƴŘ ½ƻƴƛƴƎ .ȅƭŀǿ 2000-450 έΦ 

1.2 Purpose 

1.2.1 This Bylaw is to provide regulations within the District of Summerland governing: 

(a) the Use of land, Buildings and Structures; 

(b) the Density of the Use of land, Buildings and Structures; 

(c) the siting, size and dimensions of Buildings, Structures, and parking; 

(d) the provision of Landscaping and 
screening; 

(e) the area, shape and dimensions of all 
parcels of land, Lots, or properties that 
may be created by subdivision; and 

(f) the requirements for parking and loading. 

1.2.2 This Bylaw applies to all of the area within the District of Summerland except where 
otherwise specifically stated. 

1.3 Application 

1.3.1 This Bylaw shall take effect upon the date of adoption. 

1.3.2 No land, Building, or Structure within the District of Summerland shall be developed, 
used, constructed, erected, modified, converted, enlarged, reconstructed, altered, 
placed or maintained except in conformity with the provisions of this Bylaw. 

 

1.4 Enforcement 

1.4.1 The DistrictΩǎ Manager of Development Services, Building Inspector, Bylaw 
Enforcement Officers, or any other employee authorized by Council are authorized 
to enter, at reasonable times, upon any property and into any building in order to 
ascertain whether the Bylaw requirements are being met and the Bylaw regulations 
are being observed. 

1.4.2 No person shall prevent or obstruct or seek to prevent or obstruct an authorized 
official from carrying out any official duty under this Bylaw. 

In addition to this Bylaw, a person is 
responsible for ascertaining and 
complying with requirements of all other 
applicable municipal bylaws, and 
Provincial or Federal statutes and 
regulations. 
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1.5 Prohibitions and Penalties 

1.5.1  No person shall contravene, cause, suffer or permit a contravention of this Bylaw. 

1.5.2 No person shall commence or undertake a Use which is not permitted by this Bylaw. 

1.5.3 Every person who violates any of the provisions of this Bylaw, or who suffers or 
permits any act or thing to be done in contravention or in violation of any of the 
provisions of this Bylaw, or who neglects to do or refrains from doing anything 
required to be done by this Bylaw, shall be guilty upon summary conviction of an 
offence against this Bylaw and shall be liable to a maximum fine of $10,000.00. 

1.5.4 Each day that a violation of this Bylaw is permitted to exist shall constitute a 
separate offence. 

1.5.5 Fines for an offence against this Bylaw may also be set out in the District of 
Summerland Ticketing Information Utilization Bylaw #95-030 and the Bylaw Notice 
Enforcement Bylaw #2000-375. 

1.5.6 Uses not listed in respect of a particular zone or in Section 4.1.1 of this Bylaw are 
prohibited. 

 

1.6 Severability 

1.6.1 If one or more provisions of this Bylaw are, for any reason, declared to be invalid by 
a court of competent jurisdiction, the invalid provision shall be severed and all 
remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 

1.7 Headings 

1.7.1 For the purpose of this Bylaw, all headings and other references form part of this 
Bylaw and shall not be construed as being merely inserted for convenience and 
reference purposes unless otherwise specified in the Bylaw. 
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2.0  

2.1 Definitions and Terminology 

2.1.1 All words, or phrases or terms in this Bylaw shall have their normal or common 
meaning unless specifically defined by the Local Government Act or by the 
definitions set forth in this section as follows. 

A 

Abut or Abutting means contiguous to, or physically touching, and when used with respect to 
two Lots, means that the Lots share a common Property Line. 

Accessory means a Use, separate Building, or Structure, normally incidental, subordinate, 
exclusively devoted to, permitted only in conjunction with and located on the same Lot as the 
Principal Use, Building or Structure 

Adjacent, when used with respect to a Lot, means contiguous to, or physically touching, if not 
for a public right-of-way, easement or Watercourse other than a lake. 

Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) means the governing body assigned to administer 
regulations and policies relating to the preservation and enhancement of designated 
Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) land areas for the province, pursuant to the Agricultural Land 
Commission Act. 

Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) means agricultural land designated as an agricultural land 
reserve under the Agricultural Land Commission Act. 

Agricultural Retail Sales means the retail sale of Agriculture Products if the Agriculture Products 
offered for sale are produced on the Lot on which the retail sales are taking place or if at least 
50 percent of the retail sales area is limited to the sale of Agriculture Products produced on the 
Lot on which the retail sales are taking place and the total area, both indoors and outdoors, 
used for the retail sales of all Agriculture Products does not exceed 300m2.  

Agriculture, General means the Use of land for any of the following activities involved in 
carrying on a farm operation: 

(a) growing, producing, raising or keeping animals or plants including bees, fowl, 
poultry, livestock and the primary products of those plants or animals;  

(b) cultivation in plantations of any specialty wood crops or specialty fibre crops 
prescribed by the Minister responsible for Agriculture; 

(c) turf production with approval under the Agricultural Land Commission Act, if 
required; 

(d) clearing, draining, irrigating or cultivating land; 

(e) using farm machinery, equipment, devices, materials and Structures; and 
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(f) applying fertilizers, manure, pesticides and biological control agents, including by 
ground and aerial spraying; 

but does not include: 

(a) Intensive Agriculture Uses 

(b) raising or keeping game, within the meaning of the Game Farm Act, by a person 
licensed to do so under that Act; 

(c) raising or keeping fur bearing animals, within the meaning of the Fur Farm Act, by a 
person licensed to do so under that Act; 

(d) an activity, other than grazing or hay cutting, that constitutes a forest practice as 
defined in the Forest and Range Practices Act; 

Bylaw 2000-459 amended the following definition- Section (e) (November 14, 2011): 

(e) breeding pets, operating a Commercial Kennel, or an Animal Shelter, Major; and 

(f) growing, producing, raising or keeping exotic animals, except types of exotic animals 
prescribed by the Minister of Agriculture. 

Agriculture, Intensive means the Use of land for the propagation of mushrooms, the confined 
rearing of livestock, poultry and/or fur-bearing animals, or for the operation of a feedlot. 

Agriculture, Urban means the act of growing food on a Lot zoned for residential or commercial 
Use; in addition to produce grown in a garden, this also includes community gardens, fruit and 
nut tree production, and the retail sale of produce from the urban agricultural Use provided the 
retail sales area does not exceed 50m2, but does not include the keeping of poultry or bees. 

Agriculture Products means a commodity that is produced from an Urban Agriculture Use or 
from an agricultural Use. 

Amenity Space means an unobstructed area or areas available for Use by all the BuildingΩǎ 
inhabitants, having no dimension of less than 6.0m and, where outdoors, no slope greater than 
five percent.  Amenity Space shall provide for greenery, gardens, recreational space and other 
leisure activities normally carried on indoors or outdoors and shall exclude areas used for off-
Street parking, off-Street loading, service driveways, private Balconies, private Decks or private 
Patios and any areas subject to a Section 219 restricted use covenant. 

Amusement Establishment means any Building, room or area having table games or electronic 
games played by patrons for commercial entertainment as the Principal Use.  This does not 
include carnivals, circuses or Indoor Recreational Services. 

Animal Shelter means a Use which may include outdoor runs, pens or enclosures for the 
temporary accommodation of animals, but does not include Commercial Kennels or Veterinary 
Clinics. 

Bylaw 2000-459 added the following definitions (November 14, 2011): 
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Ψ!ƴƛƳŀƭ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ aŀƧƻǊΩ means a Use which may include outdoor runs, pens or enclosures for 
the temporary accommodation of animals, may include Animal Shelter, Minor, but does not 
include Commercial Kennels or Veterinary Clinics. 

 

Ψ!ƴƛƳŀƭ {ƘŜƭǘŜǊΣ aƛƴƻǊΩ means a Use which may include indoor animal grooming, training, and 
daycare, but does not include Animal Shelter, major, Commercial Kennels, or Veterinary Clinics.  
Animals are not to be kept overnight. 

Auctioneering Establishment means a Use which provides for the temporary storage of goods 
and materials which are to be periodically sold on the Premises by public auction. 

Autobody Repair Shop means a Use which provides for the repair of damage to motor vehicles 
and similar vehicles caused by collision, accident, corrosion or age including body repair, frame 
straightening, painting and upholstering. 

Automobile Sales & Rentals means a Use where new or used automobiles or motorcycles are 
sold, leased or rented and may include the associated storage and servicing of vehicles to be 
sold, leased and rented as well as the sale of automotive parts. 

Automotive & Equipment Repair Shop means a Use which provides for the servicing and 
mechanical repair of automobiles, motorcycles, snowmobiles and similar vehicles or the sale, 
installation or servicing of related accessories and parts.  Typical Uses include, but are not 
limited to, transmission shops, muffler shops, and tire shops, but does not include autobody 
repair shops. 

Awning means a roof-like covering of canvas or similar fabric material, which may or may not 
be retractable, projecting from and being entirely supported from the exterior wall of a 
Building.  The projection of Awnings into required Setbacks is regulated in Section 4.2. 

 

B 
Balcony means an unenclosed outdoor seating platform, projecting from the face of a wall, 
cantilevered or supported by columns or brackets and usually surrounded by a balustrade or 
railing. 

Bar, with respect to a Dwelling, means the Use of a room in a Dwelling for the dispensing of 
beverages that may contain a single sink, a fridge, a raised counter and up to 1.8m of cabinetry.  
A Bar may not contain a Kitchen or cooking facilities and does not include a dairy bar or a Gas 
Bar. 

Basement means that portion of a Building located below the First Storey of which not more 
than 1.2m, as measured between the top of the finished floor and the top of the next finished 
floor above it, is situated above average Building Grade. 
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Basement 

Bed & Breakfast Home means the Use of sleeping units, either attached to or part of a resident-
occupied Single Detached Housing unit for the temporary accommodation of the travelling 
public for remuneration, and may include serving of meals to those guests.  Specific Use 
regulations for Bed and Breakfast Homes are in Section 7.2 

Bedroom means a room containing a window, located in a Dwelling, which, due to its design or 
location in the Dwelling, is or may be used primarily for sleeping. 

Bicycle Parking, Class A means secure, long-term parking for bicycles that is provided in a 
separate, dedicated room or enclosure. The provision of minimum Bicycle Parking requirements 
must be in conformance with Section 6.10. 

Bicycle Parking, Class B means racks or Structures with spaces of a minimum width of 0.3m for 
each bicycle, constructed of sturdy theft-resistant material and shall have secure theft-resistant 
anchoring to the floor or ground. The provision of minimum Bicycle Parking requirements must 
be in conformance with Section 6.10. 

Brewing & Distilling means the Use of Premises for the Brewing or Distilling of alcoholic 
beverages or beverage products with alcoholic content exceeding one percent by volume, 
where the Use may involve the milling of grain, rice or malt. 

Buffer Strip means a landscaped area intended to visibly separate and screen one Use from 
another or to maintain and enhance natural drainage and wildlife movements.  

Building means a Structure used or intended to be used for sheltering any Use which is wholly 
or partially covered by a roof supported by walls or columns. 

Building Permit means the document authorizing the carrying out of any Development, 
alteration or other work in accordance with the Building Regulations Bylaw, the BC Building 
Code and any other applicable statute or regulation. 

Bulk Fuel Depot means a facility for the storage and distribution of fuels and oils which may 
include key lock operations. 
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Business means the Use of land for a commercial, industrial or administrative purpose. 

Business Support Service means a Use which provides support services to Businesses and is 
characterized by the Use of minor mechanical equipment for printing, duplicating, binding or 
photographic processing; secretarial services; Office maintenance or custodial services; Office 
security; and the sale and servicing of Office equipment, furniture and machines. Typical Uses 
include, but are not limited to, printing establishments, film processing establishments, 
janitorial firms, Office equipment establishments and sign shops. 

 

C 
Campground means the Use of a Lot occupied and maintained for the temporary 
accommodation of the travelling public in tents and Recreational Vehicles but not 
Manufactured Housing. 

Canopy means a permanent roof-like Structure that extends outwards from a wall or a Building. 
The projection of Canopies into required Setbacks is regulated in Section 4.2. 

Carport means a roofed Structure to be used to shelter parked vehicles or equipment which is 
not enclosed on at least two sides, one being the side fronting the driveway. 

Carriage House means a secondary Dwelling constructed in an Accessory Building.  Specific Use 
regulations for Carriage Houses are in Section 7.4. 

Child Care Centre, Major means a Use which provides for the care of more than eight children 
according to the Child Care Licensing Regulation under the Community Care and Assisted Living 
Act.  Specific Use regulations for Child Care Centres are in Section 7.7. 

Child Care Centre, Minor means the Use of a Dwelling unit for the care of not more than eight 
children, according to the Child Care Licensing Regulation under the Community Care and 
Assisted Living Act. Specific Use regulations for Child Care Centres are in Section 7.7. 

Club means a Use which provides for the meeting or social activities of a philanthropic, social 
service, non-profit, athletic, Business or fraternal organization for meetings, or social, 
educational, or recreational purposes.  Clubs may include rooms for eating, drinking and 
general assembly, including incidental catering to the general public. 

Commercial Kennel means a Use which may include outdoor runs, pens or enclosures for the 
boarding, breeding and raising of more than three domestic pets for profit or gain but does not 
include the boarding of animals in a Veterinary Clinic during the period of medical treatment. 

Commercial Storage means a Use in a Building or group of Buildings providing lockers available 
for rent to the public for the indoor storage of personal goods. 

Community Recreational Service means a Use by a not-for-profit organization or government 
for recreational, social or multi-purpose Use without fixed seats, primarily intended for local 
community purposes.  A typical Use is a community hall. 

Contractor Service, General means a Use which provides Building and road construction services 
including concrete, electrical, excavation, drilling, plumbing and heating or similar services of a 
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construction nature which requires either indoor or outdoor storage and warehouse space.  
Any sales, display, or Office areas shall be Accessory to the principal General Contractor Services 
Use only. 

Contractor Service, Limited means a Use which provides for the provision of electrical, 
plumbing, heating, painting and similar Contractor Services primarily to individual households. 
All required materials used to provide service shall be kept within an enclosed Building with no 
Accessory manufacturing activities or fleet storage of more than four vehicles being permitted. 

Convenience Store means a Use of a Building as a retail commercial establishment, not 
exceeding 150m2 in Gross Floor Area, which supplies groceries and other daily household 
necessities to area residents or employees. Typical Uses include, but are not limited to, 
foodmarts, drugstores and variety stores. 

 

 

 

D 
Deck means an outdoor seating area supported by the ground being more than 0.6m above 
Finished Grade with no walls except for privacy partitions and railings. The projection of Decks 
into required Setbacks is regulated in Section 4.2. 

Density means the total amount of floor space permitted to be constructed on a Lot under the 
Floor Area Ratio calculation. 

Derelict Motor Vehicle means any inoperative motor vehicle which is not licensed. 

Development means any Use or change in Use, construction, building, erection, installation, 
repair, alteration, addition, enlargement, reconstruction, demolition, removal, excavation or 
moving, locating, relocating, shoring to which the DistrictΩǎ Building Bylaw applies or for which 
Development Permit Approval is required. 

Development Site means an area of land consisting of a Lot or two or more Abutting Lots. 

District means the Corporation of the District of Summerland. 

District Official means the official or officials appointed by the District Council to administer and 
enforce the provisions of the BC Building Code, the DistrictΩǎ Building Regulations Bylaw and 
this Bylaw and includes a Building Inspector. 

Dormer means a structural element of a Building that protrudes from the plane of a sloping 
roof to add headroom to a Loft.  This does not include a single Dormer that is wider than 30 
percent of the roof length or multiple Dormers that collectively are wider than 50 percent of 
the roof length. 
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Dormer 

b+c+d < 50% of a | b <30% of a 

Dwelling means one or more rooms which constitute a self-contained unit used or intended to 
be used for living and sleeping purposes and includes one Kitchen or the services for the 
installation of a Kitchen and at least one bathroom with a water closet, sink, shower or bath. 
This does not include a sleeping unit, Motel or Hotel.  A Dwelling may contain a Bar. 

Dwelling, Additional for Farm Help means a second Dwelling located on a Lot where full time 
employee(s) are required to operate an Agricultural Use, due to the intensity of farming as 
identified by a professional agrologist in a written report or as identified through a letter from 
the Agricultural Land Commission. 

 

E 
Eating & Drinking Establishment means a Use where food and/or beverages are offered to the 
public for consumption within the Premises or off site.  Typical Uses include, but are not limited 
to, restaurants, dairy bars, coffee shops, delicatessens, and licensed drinking establishments. 

Education Service means a facility for instruction and education.  Typical Uses include, but are 
not limited to, public and separate schools, language schools, art schools, community colleges, 
universities and technical, trade and vocational schools. 

Equipment Rental means a Use which provides for the storage and rental of tools, appliances, 
Office machines, furniture and construction equipment, but does not include the rental of 
motor vehicles. 

 




























































































































































































































































